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had to be sent ahead to blow horns from mountains if they
saw the Italians coining through the sky. Only small
groups could follow.
It took a month and a half more for him to reach the
north. From Dessye to Lake Ashangi, even to Amba
Alagi where he knew the planes were always flying, there
was cover, but he did not like the population. From
Amba Alagi there was no cover. The old man became
nervous.
Already the Gallas around the Lake and south of it had
given trouble : they were paid from Makalle now to do
so. They must be given a lesson. Leaving a large part of
his force at Waldia, Mulugeta marched rapidly on the
celebrated " shifta" village of Cobbo. Unexpectant
Cobbo, south of Lake Ashangi, came out with its tej and
its dergo, customary gifts to a passing army, when
Mulugeta marched in towards the middle of November.
The old man, who could act when he wanted with a
brutal speed, divided the male population into the sheep and
the goats. He had evidence of treasonable relations
between some of the Galla leaders and the Dedjazmatch
Haile Selassie Gucsa.
The men he wanted he forced to join his army. The
others were flogged to death or near it. When Holmes
reached Gobbo at the end of February and asked for tej,
a solitary old man told him that they no longer made tej
in the village. There were no men left to drink it.
A large garrison was established at Korairi near the Lake
to deal with the " shifta " trouble, Caves were excavated
for the chiefs. Very gingerly, Mulugeta went forward to
Amba Alagi. He was not sure of the water, nor of the
Italian planes, which he had not yet seen. Small parties
followed each other slowly to Amba Alagi, betrayed only
by their mule trains.
On November 13 and 14 the Italians with ten planes
bombed the road from Antalo to the high pass of Amba
Alagi, where they noticed khaki uniforms. They thought
that it was the soldiery of Mulugeta, but it was not.
Exactly a month before the pass had been bombed for the
first time. It was the same army that they had attacked
—that army of the careless front and hurrying end; the army
of Ras Kassa.

